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or from President Eliot's statement of the aim
of education, " to lift the whole nation to a
higher plane of intelligence, conduct and happi-
ness/5 the Japanese system is obviously defective.
Jowett, the Master of Balliol, said : "A college
is a place of learning, a place of society, a place
of religion." Japan has as yet grasped only
the first of these three great purposes of an
educational institution.

Japan's educational problem is further com-
plicated by the fact that so much of her life
and learning has been quickly borrowed from
foreign sources and not slowly and naturally
evolved from within. Japan borrowed first
the Chinese language, literature and religions,
and later the learning, arts and sciences of the
West, but each has brought its fresh problem
and difficulty as well as its advantage. Take,
for instance, the case of Japan's heavy handicap
in the Chinese language. Almost two full years
are spent by the student in memorizing thousands
of Chinese characters, just at a period when
students of other lands, after mastering their
alphabet in a few weeks, are learning to read
and to write, to think and to act. It is a striking
fact that blind children in Japan can learn to
read by the modern scientific system of instruc-
tion a year before the students who have to
master this antiquated and unscientific system